
LUCA	AQUINO	“Jazz	Bike	Tour”		

The	sound	and	the	territory:		

	A	journey	by	bicycle	to	support	the	world	cultural	heritage	

	

Background	
The	UNESCO	world	campaign	and	the	PETRA	album	

In	 cooperation	 with	 Talal	 Abu-Ghazaleh	 Organization,	 The	 UNESCO	 Amman	 Office	
enthusiastically	 welcomed	 and	 encouraged	 the	 idea	 of	 the	 Italian	 trumpeter	 and	
composer	 Luca	 Aquino	 of	 recording	 an	 album	 inside	 the	 archeological	 site	 of	 Petra	
using	 its	 natural	 acoustic	 reverbs	 as	 an	 integral	 part	 of	 music	 compositions.	 The	
cooperation	between	the	three	organizations	and	the	musicians	lead	to	the	first	ever	
authorized	recording	project	 inside	 the	PETRA	archeological	park.	On	 July	2016	The	
album	was	 launched	during	a	 special	 concert	held	 inside	Petra’s	archeological	park,	
and	 promoted	 under	 the	 framework	 of	 the	 UNESCO’s	 #Unite4Heritage	 global	
movement,	at	a	critical	and	fragile	time	for	the	world	cultural	heritage.	This	powerful	
campaign	was	launched	in	Iraq	in	2015,	in	response	to	the	unprecedented	attacks	on	
heritage	urging	global	 citizens	 to	 stand	up	against	 extremism	and	 radicalization	by	
celebrating	the	places	and	cultural	traditions	that	make	each	country	such	a	rich	and	
vibrant	 place.	 The	 cooperative	 atmosphere	 of	 the	 participants	 performing	 and	
working	behind	the	scenes	spanned	ten	nationalities	in	bringing	this	recording	to	life,	
demonstrating	how	the	arts	can	build	robust	bridges	between	cultures	and	transcend	
geographical,	linguistic	or	physical	barriers.		

On	 January	 2017	 the	Petra	 album	has	 been	 officially	 listed	 among	 the	
top	ten	albums	of	2016,	by	the	jury	of	the	prestigious	Italian	award	“Top	
Jazz”.		



Overview	
The	Sound:	Luca	Aquino		

Luca	 Aquino	 is	 one	 of	 the	 top	 trumpeters	 in	 Italy	with	 his	 unique	 trumpet	
sound	and	innovative	proposals.	He	is	known	for	his	musical	research	on	the	
natural	 reverbs,	 the	 use	 of	 electronics	 and	 his	 passion	 for	 musical	
experimentation.	 The	 critics	 recognize	 in	 him	 the	 Italian	 distinctive	 artistic	
trait	 that	 recalls	 the	 journey,	 the	 creativity	 and	 the	 visionary	 talent.	
Throughout	 2016,	 the	musical	 research	 goes	 hand	 in	 hand	with	 an	 intense	
world	 tour	 that	 led	 him	 to	 the	 stage	 of	 the	 Olympia	 in	 Paris	 with	 Sting,	
Richard	Bona,	Noa,	 Stephan	 Eicher,	 Raul	Midon	 and	Tore	 Brunborg,	 among	
others.	Places	and	stories	are	the	core	of	some	of	his	best	projects	such	as	his	
last	extraordinary	project	 is	 the	recording	of	an	album	in	the	archaeological	
site	of	Petra	 (TAGI-Records)	promoted	within	 the	UNESCO	global	 campaign	
#UNITE4HERITAGE	in	defense	of	the	cultural	heritage.		

	

The	Mission	
	The	music,	the	discovery,	the	cultural	heritage	

The	mission	embraced	with	PETRA	album	inspired	the	Italian	composer	Luca	
Aquino	to	dedicate	new	compositions	to	Iraq,	the	Country	where	the	UNESCO	
campaign	was	launched.	The	new	meaningful	endeavor	encompasses	the	new	
recording	project	in	one	of	the	Iraqi	UNESCO	site	and	a	bike	Tour	of	4000	km	
route	that	crosses	the	places	from	his	hometown	Benevento	(Southern	Italy)	
to	Oslo,	to	spread	the	message	of	the	UNESCO	campaign	for	the	safeguard	of	
the	world	cultural	heritage	against	the	extremism	and	radicalization.	The	new	
album	and	the	Jazz	bike	tour	will	be	the	new	cultural-musical	endeavor	that	
will	keep	on	supporting	the	UNESCO	campaign	by	taking	it	to	the	people	and	
their	 places	 and	 calling	 for	 active	 participation.	 The	 album	 is	 going	 to	 be	
recorded	 in	 one	 of	 the	 UNESCO	 sites	 listed	 in	 the	 UNESCO	world	 heritage.	
Further	 to	 the	 resonance	 of	 PETRA	 project,	 produced	 and	 launched	 by	 the	
label	 Talal	 Abu-Ghazaleh	 International	 Records	 (TAGI-Records),	 the	 new	
project	already	gained	the	endorsement	of	the	Iraqi	Embassy	to	Amman	and	
of	the	UNESCO	Amman	Office.		

	 	



	
The	Road	
	
The	Jazz	Bike	Tour	
	
The	 “Jazz	 Bike	 Tour”	 is	 conceived	 as	 a	 series	 of	 site-specific	 projects	
tailored	 for	 the	 hosting	 city.	 The	 organization	 of	 each	 event	 sees	 the	
participation	 of	 local	 artists	 and	 musicians,	 as	 well	 as	 institutions,	
associations	from	the	public	and	private	sector.	 In	this	perspective,	The	Jazz	
Bike	 Tour	 is	 a	 joint-project,	 a	 work	 in	 progress	 touring	 festival	 that	 grows	
with	 to	 the	 inputs	given	by	the	 institutions	and	privates	 that	are	keen	to	be	
part	 of	 the	 tour.	 A	 green	 touring-festival	 organized	 within	 the	 aim	 of	
promoting	 the	 territory	 and	 to	 offer	 high-level	 musical	 events.is	 a	 tour	
dedicated	 to	 Arts	 and	 music	 to	 explore	 different	 traditions	 with	 a	 bike	
rhythm,	 allowing	 the	participants	 to	 experience	a	 variety	of	 landscapes	 and	
architectures	 within	 musical	 and	 cultural	 events.	 The	 musical	 journey	 is	 a	
gradual	immersion	into	the	cultural	heritage.	Cycling	is	a	green	approach	to	
develop	 tourism	and	sustainable	mobility.	 It	 is	an	eco-friendly	passion	
through	 which	 one	 can	 appreciate	 and	 enjoy	 the	 territory	 and	 its	
distinctive	 historical	 and	 cultural	 heritage.	 Each	 Jazz	 bike	 tour’s	 stop	
gives	the	chance	to	experience	the	territory	in	music	events,	showcases,	
performances,	readings,	in	cooperation	with	local	artists,	musicians	and	
anyone	 keen	 to	 join	 the	 experience.	 	 The	 tour	 will	 be	 followed	 by	 a	
technical	equip	and	professional	team	for	video	shooting	and	recording,	
underlining	the	territory	peculiarities	and	the	musical	events.	



	
	
The	events	
Three	different	options		

The	 organizers	 may	 chose	 among	 three	 formulas	 conceived	 for	 the	
tour’s	 events	 and	 specifically	 tailored	 to	 the	 territory	 and	 on	 the	
targeted	audience:	

Option	1:	Luca	Aquino	meets	local	musicians,	authors,	poets,	artists	and	joins	
their	performances	in	site-specific	events;	
	
Opzione	2:	New	album-Luca	Aquino	and	the	accordionist	Carmine	Ioanna	live			
	
Option	 3:	 New	 album	 -	 Luca	 Aquino	 &	 Carmine	 Ioanna	with	 the	 Jordanian	
National	Orchestra	ensemble.	

	



The Objectives 
 

- To offer events and concerts which plan to combine leading and 
prominent names with local artists; 

- to spread awareness on the importance of protecting the local and 
international cultural heritage;  

-  to promote the distinctive characteristics of the territory; 
- to organize events that promote the development of tourism  and 

sustainable mobility;  
- to enhance the territory and promote small centers and typical local 

qualities;  
- to develop the culture of sport and green, eco-friendly initiatives. 

	

THE	TOUR	

July	

1	Roccamonfina		

2	Cassino		

3	Castello	Maenza	

4	Roma		

5	Roma		

6	Fara	in	Sabina	

7	Terni		/	Foligno	

8	Assisi	

9	Perugia	

10	Siena	o	Arezzo	

12	Firenze	o	Pisa	

13	Bologna	/	Ferrara	



14	Modena	

15	Parma	

16	Piacenza	

15	Milano	

16	Milano	

17	Monza	

18	Como	/	Varese	

19	Lecco	

20	Sondrio	

21	Lugano	

22	Bellinzona	/	Rivera	/	Giubiasco	

23	Lucerne	

24	Zurich	

25	Basilea	

26	Freiburg	

27	Strasbourg	

28	Karlsrue	

29	Mannheim	

30	Frankfurt	/	Weisbaden	/	Manz	/	Koblenz	

31	Dusseldorf	/	Dortmund	/	Duisburg	

August	

1	Essen	/	Munster	

2	Hannover	



3	Bremen	

4	Hamburg	

5	Danimarca	

6	Denmark	

7	Denmark	

8	Denmark	

9	Denmark	

10	Denmark	

11	OSLO	

	

FELTRINELLI for the Jazz Bike Tour  

 
! Feltrinelli selling points are expected to be involved, which are 

already distributors of the PETRA album and other albums by Aquino 
and represent a place of visibility for the project, hosting Luca 
Aquino’s encounters with the community for the promotion of the 
tour’s events and the diffusion of the campaign’s message 
#UNITE4HERITAGE, associated to the PETRA Album. Luca 
Aquino has collaborated also with Roberto Saviano, for the 
presentations of his new novel.  

 
 
EUROPE JAZZ NETWORK  for the Jazz Bike Tour  

 
Bike Jazz Tour is supported by Europe Jazz Network EJN under the EU 
Creative Europe programme within the project “Take the Green Train” 
which is an activity  based on artists’ mobility and sustainability, with 
musicians touring in different countries, choosing the most ecological means 
of transport, the most efficient route, stopping for concerts, lectures and 
workshops on sustainability best practices. 



For this tour, Luca Aquino is working with the EJN to a new trial, with a 
greener approach to bike touring adopting the EJN Green Rider. 
 
 
 

	


